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your judgment to your heart, and to venture to
plead her cause before you.   I feel but too well the
force of your reasoning, but deign to consider, sir,
if there are not some considerations also in my
favour which may be opposed to those that
condemn me.   Think first whether the most com-
plete devotion, the liveliest tenderness, the most
sincere gratitude, should not bear some weight in
the balance that I myself desire you to hold and to
consult on this occasion.   Deign to ask yourself if
your son could expect these sentiments from any
other woman in the degree to which I hold and
shall always hold them, and let your fancy depict
for you, if it can, all that they would enable me to
do and to endure.   Then consider other marriages,
such marriages as now appear to you the most
suitable and advantageous, and, if you discover in
almost all of them inconveniences and vexations
yet greater and more apparent than those that you
fear in the marriage which your son desires, will
you not then support with more indulgence the
thought of the one, and desire less ardently the
others?   Ah! if honourable birth, a pure life, and
an unsullied name were all that was needed to
make your son happy; if virtue were all; if faith-
ful love were nothing, do you not think that my
generosity, or rather my love, would not suffice to
silence for ever the only desire, the only ambition
of my heart?

" You think me, above all, unworthy of being
the mother of your grandchildren.    I submit
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